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WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL PREKINDERGARTEN?  
To be eligible for enrollment in a prekindergarten class, a child must be at least four years of age and: 

 is unable to speak and comprehend the English language; or 

 is educationally disadvantaged (which means a student eligible to participate in the  

 national free or reduced-price lunch program... guidelines can be found here); or 

 is homeless, as defined by 42 U.S.C. Section 1143a, regardless of the residence of the child, of either parent of the child, or of the 
child's guardian or other person having lawful control of the child; or 

 is the child of an active duty member of the armed forces of the United States, including the state military forces or a reserve 
component of the armed forces, who is ordered to active duty by proper authority; or 

 is the child of a member of the armed forces of the United States, including the state military forces or a reserve component of the 
armed forces, who was injured or killed while serving on active duty; or 

 is or ever has been in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective Services (foster care) following an adversary 
hearing held as provided by Section 262.201, Family Code. 

 is the child of a person eligible for the Star of Texas Award as: a peace officer under Section 3106.002, Government Code; a firefighter 
under Section 3106.003, Government Code; or an emergency medical first responder under Section 3106.004, Government Code 

TEC §29.153(b)/ TEC 5.001 (4)   
SAAH, Section 7.2 
 

IF MY CHILD IS ELIGIBLE FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS DUE TO HAVING A DISABILITY, ARE THEY AUTOMATICALLY 
ELIGIBLE FOR PREKINDERGARTEN AS WELL? 
No. A child with a disability is only eligible for prekindergarten if he or she meets the criteria for prekindergarten set forth by the Texas 
Education Code 
 

MAY ELIGIBLE STUDENTS BE EXCLUDED FROM ELIGIBILITY IF THEY ARE NOT POTTY TRAINED OR HAVE FREQUENT BATHROOM 
ACCIDENTS? 
No, they may not be excluded from eligibility. Eligible students are not required to be potty trained. TEA does not regulate procedures for 
assisting a child with bathroom capabilities. Local district policy governs hygiene assistance and it is recommended that the school and the 
parent or person standing in parental relation to the child establish written guidelines for managing these situations. 
TEC §29.153(b) 
 

MY CHILD WON'T BE FIVE-YEARS OLD UNTIL RIGHT AFTER SEPTEMBER 1, BUT IS VERY SMART AND MATURE. CAN HE/SHE GO 
TO KINDERGARTEN INSTEAD OF PREKINDERGARTEN SO THEY DON'T HAVE TO WAIT ANOTHER YEAR? 
TEA and Texas public schools are governed by the Texas Education Code (TEC). A child must be at least five years of age on September 1 of 
the school year. A student younger than five years of age is entitled to the benefits of the Foundation School Program (i.e. kindergarten) if: 
(1) the student performs satisfactorily on the assessment instrument administered under Section 39.023(a) to students in the third grade; 
and (2) the district has adopted a policy for admitting students younger than five years of age. *If a student is eligible for prekindergarten by 
the definition set forth in section 7.2, the student is eligible for PK funding even if the district serves the student in a kindergarten classroom. 
TEC §29.151/TEC §42.003(d) 
SAAH, Section 3.11.4   
 

WHAT IS THE CLASS SIZE AND STUDENT TO TEACHER RATIO FOR PREKINDERGARTEN? 
There is no rule or law regarding prekindergarten class size or student to teacher ratio; however, school districts are encouraged to maintain 
student/teacher ratios in prekindergarten programs that, at a minimum, do not exceed the 22:1 ratio required for kindergarten through fourth 
grade. If a school district contracts with a private entity for the operation of the district's prekindergarten program, the program must, at a 
minimum, comply with the applicable child-care licensing standards adopted by Section 42.042, Human Resources Code by the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services. 
TEC §25.112 / TEC §29.1532(b) 
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HOW DO I PROVE MY CHILD'S AGE AND IDENTIFICATION? 
The documents considered acceptable for proof of identification and age are: 

 Birth Certificate; 

 Statement of the child's date of birth issued by the division of the Texas Department of State Health Services  
responsible for vital statistics for school admission purposes 

 Passport; 

 School ID card, records, or report card; 

 Military ID; 

 Hospital birth record; 

 Adoption records; 

 Church baptismal record; or 

 Any other legal document that establishes identity and age. 
SAAH, Section 7.3 
Texas Health and Safety Code, §191.0046 

 
HOW DO WE KNOW IF OUR CHILD IS THE RIGHT AGE? 
Age is always calculated as of September 1 of the current school year (for the purposes of establishing eligibility). If school starts before the 
student's birth date, the attendance is eligible for the entire school year as long as the student will be the required age on or before September 
1 of the current school year. 
SAAH, Section 14, Glossary 
 

DOES MY CHILD HAVE TO GO TO PREKINDERGARTEN IF HE OR SHE IS ELIGIBLE? 
No. Prekindergarten is not mandatory. However, on enrollment in prekindergarten, a child must attend school. All students are subject to 
compulsory school attendance rules while they are enrolled in school. If a child has not reached 6 years of age as of September 1 of the current 
school year, the child may be withdrawn from school without violating compulsory attendance rules. 
TEC §25.085(b) and (c) 
SAAH, Section 3.5 

 
IF A STUDENT IS ELIGIBLE BASED ON LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY (LEP) AND IS RECEIVING REQUIRED SERVICES THROUGH 
THE BILINGUAL/ESL PROGRAM AND THEN MOVES OUT OF THE DISTRICT, DOES THE STUDENT HAVE TO RE-QUALIFY FOR THE 
PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAM IN THE NEW DISTRICT? 
No. The student remains qualified to attend prekindergarten in the new district provided documentation of the home language survey and 
testing are made available to the new district. This requirement also applies to prekindergarten LEP three-year-olds who are promoted to the 
prekindergarten LEP four-year-old program. 
SAAH, Section 7.2.2   
TAC §89.1225(i) 

 
WHAT IS THE DEFINITION OF EDUCATIONALLY DISADVANTAGED? 
The term educationally disadvantaged means that a student is eligible to participate in the national free or reduced-price lunch program 
established under 42 United States Code, Section 1751 et seq. 
TEC §5.001(4) 
 

WHAT IF THE QUALIFYING STATUS OF A STUDENT'S FAMILY CHANGES DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR? 
The student remains eligible. For example, a student who qualifies for prekindergarten because the student is eligible to participate in the 
National School Lunch Program (educationally disadvantaged) remains eligible for the entire school year even if the family's annual income 
increases above the qualifying level during the school year. 
SAAH, Section 7.2.3 

TEC §5.001(4) 
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WHAT IS THE INCOME LEVEL FOR A HOUSEHOLD TO QUALIFY AS EDUCATIONALLY DISADVANTAGED? 
The income level is based on the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) income eligibility guidelines established annually by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. Those guidelines may be found at 
http://www.squaremeals.org/Publications/IncomeEligibilityGuidelines.aspx#CACFP . 
TEC §5.001(4) 

 
DO I HAVE TO PROVIDE CURRENT INCOME LEVEL DOCUMENTATION TO THE SCHOOL FOR MY CHILD WHO QUALIFIES AS 
EDUCATIONALLY DISADVANTAGED? 
Yes. In order for a student to qualify for the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), the student's family is required to provide the school 
district with current income level documentation. Many districts preregister prekindergarten students to determine and plan for the size of 
the next school year's prekindergarten program. Since income level documentation must be current for a student to qualify for 
prekindergarten based on eligibility for the NSLP, your district must verify income level documentation no earlier than the April 1 before the 
next school year. Qualifying a student for prekindergarten on the basis of the student's meeting the NSLP income eligibility requirements does 
not automatically qualify the student for the NSLP. To qualify a student for the NSLP, your district must provide documentation to the TDA in 
accordance with the TDA's requirements. 
 
Income documentation is not necessary for children who are automatically eligible for NSLP under criteria in federal law 42 United States 
Code (USC): 

 a child who is a member of a household receiving benefits from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program,  
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program, or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations 

 a child who is enrolled as a participant in Head Start or Even Start 

 a child who is considered a migrant child 

 a child who is considered homeless 

 a child who is considered a runaway 

 a child who is a foster child 
SAAH, Section 7.2.3 
 

CAN I USE MY SNAP OR TANF DOCUMENTS FOR PREKINDERGARTEN ELIGIBILITY? 
Yes. All children in a Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) household are 
categorically eligible to receive NSLP assistance. When a household submits a complete application that contains the name of the child, a 
current SNAP or TANF group number and an adult signature, the determining official must approve the child for free meals. No further 
application information is required. Please note that Lone Star Card account numbers are not acceptable SNAP case numbers on the 
application. If this occurs, contact the applicant to obtain the valid SNAP or TANF eligibility number. 
 
ARM (Administrator's Reference Manual) for Texas Child Nutrition Programs, Section 4.11-4.12 
 
 

IF A CHILD WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR PREKINDERGARTEN BASED ON FREE OR REDUCED-PRICE LUNCH, ENROLLS AND THEN 
WITHDRAWS FROM SCHOOL AND LATER RETURNS TO SCHOOL WITHIN THE SAME SCHOOL YEAR, IS THAT CHILD STILL ELIGIBLE 
FOR PREKINDERGARTEN? 
Yes. Because NSLP applications are valid for the duration of the school year, the student remains. 
ARM (Administrator's Reference Manual) for Texas Child Nutrition Programs, Section 4.26 
 
 

DOES MY CHILD HAVE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM (NSLP) IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR 
PREKINDERGARTEN? 
No. To qualify for prekindergarten on the basis of being educationally disadvantaged means that a student is eligible to participate in the 
NSLP. 
TEC §29.153 
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WHAT DO I NEED TO SHOW MY CHILD IS ELIGIBLE FOR FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH? 
When providing written evidence of proof of income, parents or those standing in parental relation to the student must submit documents 
that show income received by the household during the month prior to verification. The document should contain the name of the person 
standing in parental relation, and amount and the date the income was received. A pay stub with no date would be insufficient. Gross income 
to be reported is any money received on a recurring basis including gross earned income. Specifically, gross income means all money earned 
before any deductions, such as income taxes, employee's social security taxes, insurance premiums, bonds, and charitable contributions. 
Acceptable documentation for earnings (wages and salary) include: 

 Current paycheck stub 

 Current pay envelope 

 Letter from employer stating gross wages paid and how often they are paid 

 Unemployment, Worker's Compensation or Disability payment stub 

 Acceptable documentation for self-employment income include: 
-Business or farming documents, such as ledger books and/or self-issued paycheck stub 
-Last year's tax return 
 
Acceptable documentation for cash income include: 
-A letter from the employer stating wages paid and frequency 
Please refer to the ARM (Administrator's Reference Manual) for Texas Child Nutrition Programs for additional sources and examples of income 
documentation. 
ARM (Administrator's Reference Manual) for Texas Child Nutrition Programs, Section 4.21   
 

IF A STUDENT WHO IS ELIGIBLE BASED ON BEING EDUCATIONALLY DISADVANTAGED (ELIGIBLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM) MOVES TO ANOTHER DISTRICT, DOES THE STUDENT HAVE TO RE-QUALIFY FOR THE 
PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAM IN THE NEW DISTRICT? 
No. If a student qualifies for prekindergarten on the basis of being educationally disadvantaged (eligible to participate in the NSLP) and then 
moves out of the district, the student would not have to re-qualify for the prekindergarten program in the new district. The student is eligible 
based on the original application. Even if the parents are above poverty line at the time that they moved to the second school district, the 
student will qualify for a free/reduced lunch based on the original application. The student would still be reported in PEIMS as educationally 
disadvantaged. 
 
When a student transfers to another district, the new district may accept the eligibility determination from a copy of the transferred student's 
meal application from the former district, however the accepting district will not incur liability for the accuracy of the initial determination 
made by the previous district. The accepting district should review the application for arithmetic errors and ensure the correct eligibility was 
determined. If an error was made, the accepting district must notify the household to submit a new application. The accepting district must 
make changes that occur as a result of verification activities or coordinated review findings conducted. 
SAAH, Section 7.2.3 
ARM (Administrator's Reference Manual) for Texas Child Nutrition Programs, Section 4.47  
 

WHAT IS THE DEFINITION OF "HOMELESS?" 
The term "homeless child," as used in the prekindergarten statute, TEC, §29.153(b) (3), is defined by 42 USC, §11434a. The definition of 
"homeless," "homeless individual," and "homeless person" in 42 USC, §11302, is similar, but not identical, to the definition of "homeless 
children and youths" in 42 USC, §11434a. As the general admission provision in the TEC, §25.001(b) (5), references the homeless definition in 
42 USC, §11302, the TEA advises school districts to apply 42 USC, §11434a, and 42 USC, §11302, when determining whether a prekindergarten 
student is eligible for enrollment. For both definitions, see the entry for "Homeless Students" in the Student Attendance Accounting 
 
42 U.S.C. Section 11302(a)   
SAAH, Section 7.2.4 / SAAH, Section 14, Glossary 
As defined by NCLB, Title X, Part C, Section 725(2) 
SAAH, Section 14, Glossary  
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DOES MY CHILD HAVE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM (NSLP) IN ORDER TO QUALIFY FOR 
PREKINDERGARTEN? 
No. To qualify for prekindergarten on the basis of being educationally disadvantaged means that a student is eligible to participate in the 
NSLP.What do I need to show my child is eligible for free and reduced lunch?  
 

HOW DO I SHOW MY CHILD IS ELIGIBLE BASED ON BEING HOMELESS? 
If the student is eligible for prekindergarten because the student is homeless, the student must fit the definition of homeless as defined by 
42 U.S.C. Section 11302or 42 U.S.C. Section 11434(a). 
 
The Texas Homeless Education Office (THEO) offers a variety of services to the state. 
THEO: http://www.utdanacenter.org/theo/ • Contact: 1-800-446-3142 
SAAH, Section 7.2.4 
 

WHAT IS THE DEFINITION OF MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES? 
The term member of the armed forces includes: 
Active duty uniformed members (parents or official guardians) of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard who have eligible 
children residing in Texas; 
activated/mobilized uniformed members of the Texas National Guard (Army or Air Guard), or activated/mobilized members of the reserve 
components of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard who are Texas residents regardless of the location of the reserve 
unit; and who have eligible children residing in Texas; 
uniformed service members who are Missing in Action (MIA). 
Also, for purposes of eligibility for enrollment in a prekindergarten program, a child is considered to be the child of a member of the armed 
forces if: (a) the child is the biological or adopted child of the member of the armed forces, regardless of whether the child lives with that 
parent; or (b) the child is a step-child of the member of the armed forces and lives in the household of the member of the armed forces. 
SAAH, Section 7.2.5 
 

WHAT IF THE PARENT LEAVES MILITARY SERVICES DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR? 
The student remains eligible for enrollment in prekindergarten if the child's parent leaves the armed forces, or is no longer on active duty, 
after the student has begun a prekindergarten class. 
TEC §29.153(f)/ SAAH, Section 7.2.5 
 

DOES A FOSTER CARE STUDENT HAVE TO BE CURRENTLY IN FOSTER CARE TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR PREKINDERGARTEN? 
No. Students who are in or who have ever been in the conservatorship of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) (i.e., 
in foster care) following an adversary hearing are eligible for free prekindergarten. These students include not only students who are in or 
who have ever been in DFPS conservatorship but also students who have been adopted or returned to their parents after having been in DFPS 
conservatorship. If a student qualifies for prekindergarten on the basis of having ever been in foster care, the student remains eligible for 
enrollment after the student begins a prekindergarten class even if that student is no longer in foster care. 
SAAH, Section 7.2.6 
 

WHAT DO I NEED TO SHOW TO DEMONSTRATE MY CHILD IS ELIGIBLE FOR PREKINDERGARTEN BASED ON THE FOSTER CARE 
CRITERIA? 
If a student is eligible for prekindergarten because the student is or has ever been in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and 
Protective Services following an adversary hearing held as provided by Section 262.201, Family Code, the parent or caregiver of the child will 
be mailed a verification letter of prekindergarten eligibility. Districts are asked to accept the DFPS letter as proof of eligibility to enroll these 
children in free prekindergarten. For assistance in obtaining a letter, please contact the DFPS Education Specialist in your area for assistance 
or for a description of other forms of proof of eligibility 
SAAH, Section 7.2.6 
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WHAT DO I NEED TO SHOW TO DEMONSTRATE MY CHILD IS ELIGIBLE FOR PREKINDERGARTEN BASED ON THE MILITARY 
CRITERIA? 
If a student is eligible for prekindergarten because the student is the child of an active duty, injured or killed member of the armed forces of 
the United States, including the state military forces or a reserved component of the armed forces, one of the following documents must be 
on file at the district: 
 
Documentation that a district employee verified the student's US Department of Defense (DoD) photo identification for children of active 
duty service members. The documentation must include the printed name and signature of the person who verified the identification and 
the date that it was verified. 
 
If the student has not been issued such an ID, then documentation must be on file that a district employee verified the military member's 
DoD photo identification (or other DoD-issued documentation indicating that the person is an active-duty member of the military) and verified 
documentation showing that the student is a child of the military member. The documentation to be kept on file must include the printed 
name and signature of the person who verified the DoD and other documentation and the date that it was verified, as well as a photocopy of 
the documentation showing that the student is a child of the military member.  
 
Important: Your district should not make a copy of DoD identification. 
 
A statement of service from the installation adjutant general director of human resources for children of active members, mobilized 
reservists, or members of the Texas National Guard. 
 
This office would use the military personnel systems and documentation to verify that the service member is in fact on active duty in Texas 
or a Texas mobilized reservist. For Texas National Guard members (army or air guard), the Texas National Guard's Office of the Adjutant 
General may provide documentation or an official letter from a commander (at or above the lieutenant colonel or, for the navy, at the 
commander level) confirming active or mobilized status, which is acceptable documentation. 
 
A copy of the death certificate using the service-appropriate DoD form, or a DoD form that indicates death as the reason for the separation 
from service, for children of service members who died or were killed. 
 
If the DoD form is not available, the family would ask the casualty assistance office of the closest casualty area command (in Texas) to provide 
a memorandum signed by the casualty office stating that the service member was killed in action or died while serving. 
 
A copy of Purple Heart orders or citation for children of service members or mobilized reservists or guardsmen who were wounded or 
injured in combat. 
 
A copy of the line of duty determination documentation for children of service members or mobilized reservists or guardsmen who were 
injured while serving active duty but were not wounded or injured in combat. 
 
If this documentation is not available, a copy of an official letter from a commander (at or above the lieutenant colonel or, for the navy, at 
the commander level) that states that the service member was wounded or injured while on active duty is acceptable. 
 
A copy of a letter from the US Department of Veterans Affairs indicating that the service member is eligible for disability compensation is 
also acceptable. 
Documentation that a service member is MIA for children of service members who are MIA. 
SAAH, Section 7.2.5.1 
SAAH, Section 7.2.1 
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MAY A CHILD WHO IS FIVE-YEARS-OLD ON SEPTEMBER 1 BE ENROLLED IN PREKINDERGARTEN? 
A child who is five years of age on September 1 of the current school year is not eligible for enrollment in a prekindergarten class. It is the 
agency's position that children who reach age five on September 1 are most appropriately served in kindergarten, and that the law specifically 
established the prekindergarten program to serve students who have not reached age five. Given the intent of the law, if a district enrolls a 
five-year-old student in the prekindergarten program, the student must be reported as ineligible for Average Daily Attendance (ADA). 
 
SAAH, Section 7.2.1 
 

MAY A DISTRICT SERVE PREKINDERGARTEN AND KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS IN THE SAME CLASSROOM? 
Yes. Students of both grade levels may be served in the same classroom. 

ARE SCHOOL DISTRICTS REQUIRED TO SERVE THREE-YEAR-OLD STUDENTS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE? 
No. A district may offer prekindergarten classes if the district identifies 15 or more eligible children who are at least three years of age. A 
child who is three years old is eligible for prekindergarten only if the district operates a three-year-old prekindergarten program. 
TEC §29.153(a) 
SAAH, Section 7.2 
 
 
SHARYLAND ISD DOES NOT OFFER PRE-K TO CHILDREN THREE-YEARS OF AGE.  

Information obtained from TEA – PreK Eligibility and Attendance  

https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Early_Childhood_Education/Pre_K_Eligibility_and_Attendance/  

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm#29.153
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/ED/htm/ED.29.htm#29.153
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769817607
https://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769817607
https://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Early_Childhood_Education/Pre_K_Eligibility_and_Attendance/

